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SUBJECT: SMITHSONIAN BECENTENNIAL CONFERENCE 

1. SMITHSONIAN PRESENTING INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE, "THE 
UNITED STATES IN THE WORLD", SEPTEMBER 26 - OCTOBER 1, 1976, 

AS PART OF ITS SPECIAL BICENTENNIAL - RELATED PROGRAMMING. 
MORE THAN 150 FOREIGN SCHOLARS WILL BE INVITED TO PARTICIPATE 
IN CONFERENCE INCLUDING 27 SPECIALISTS WHO HAVE ALREADY 
BEEN INVITED TO PRESENT PAPERS. AIRGRAM BEING SENT ALL 
POSTS PROVIDING BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON CONFERENCE. 

2. PROFESSOR WINFRIED STEFFANI, SEMINAR FUER 
SOZIALWISSENCHAFTEN, 2-HAMBURG 13 VON MELLE PARK 15 WEST 
GERMANY, WAS INVITED LAST JUNE TO PRESENT PAPER ON GENERAL 
SUBJECT OF DIFFERENCES 200 YEARS OF AMERICAN CULTURE HAVE 
MADE IN OTHER PARTS OF THE WORLD. INVITATION SET DEADLINE 
FOR RESPONSE AS AUGUST 15. HOWEVER, PROFESSOR STEFFANI 
RETURNED FROM VACATION AFTER THAT DATE AND HAS WRITTEN 
SMITHSONIAN SAYING HE WOULD HAVE LIKED TO HAVE BEEN ABLE 
TO PARTICIPATE. 
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3. SINCE A NUMBER OF INVITEES HAVE NOT YET RESPONDED AND 
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MAY HAVE BEEN DISCOURAGED BY EARLY CUT-OFF DATE, 

SMITHSONIAN PREPARED EXTEND DATE FOR FIRM COMMITMENT 
PROVIDING ISSUE NOT LEFT HANGING BEYOND DATE WHEN 
ALTERNATIVE SCHOLARS MIGHT BE INVITED. THEREFORE, 

SMITHSONIAN WOULD APPRECIATE ASSISTANCE OF CONGEN IN 
APPROACHING PROFESSOR STEFFANI AND INFORMING HIM THAT 
SMITHSONIAN WOULD STILL LIKE TO HAVE HIM PARTICIPATE. 

NO NEW CUT-OFF DATE SHOULD BE SET, BUT SMITHSONIAN 
WOULD LIKE TO HAVE CONGEN REPORT OF STEFFANI'S 

REACTION BY OCTOBER 15. KISSINGER 
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